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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

Well, it was not to be: bƻǘƘ . DǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴŘŜǊ муΩǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ 
B Grade played Casuarina and lost by 13-11.  It was close all day and 
the general feeling was that this was one we should have won, but 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ муΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
were up against it from the start with only 14 men; however they 
hung in there and for a while I thought they were going to have a win 
against the odds, but a sin-binning left us with 13 and the rest as they 
say is history.  Nonetheless, ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ proud of both sides for getting 
through to third place.  You turned the clubΩs fortunes around and 
made the seniors sidesΩ results respectable! 
 
Friday night will be a big night for the club with UƴŘŜǊ сΩǎΣ уΩǎΣ 1лΩǎ, 
мпΩǎ ŀƴŘ мсΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦nder 
мпΩǎ ŀƴŘ мсΩǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΤ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
be great if you could get down and support these sides and the rugby 
they play is well worth watching. 
 
Continuing on with the success stories for the yearΧ L ŀƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
amazed with the generosity of our past players and supporters 
network: the enthusiasm for our 35th reunion dinner, the articles 
and photos supplied for Croc Tales, the giving up of valuable time to 
support fundraising and other events, and a season highlight, the 
training session by ex-Palmerston junior, now Chiefs Super 15 player 
Nerada Kerr-Barlow, who gave up his afternoon to train with and talk 
to the entire junior club.  Catching up with Nerada in the clubhouse 
afterwards, it was great to hear him talk about his fond memories of 
playing rugby for the Palmerston Crocs. Stories from the reunion 
weekend also demonstrated just how important the club has been in 
so many pŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ. The strong foundations of our club are a real 
asset and benefit all current members of Palmerston Crocs. 
 
Ben Blyton 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ weekendΧ 
FRIDAY   ¦ƴŘŜǊ сΩsΣ уΩǎ ŀƴŘ млΩǎ ŀǘ сǇƳ 
  ¦ƴŘŜǊ мпΩs Grand Final vs. Casuarina, 8pm, Field 1 
  ¦ƴŘŜǊ мсΩs Grand Final vs. University, 9:20pm, Field 1 
   
SUNDAY Junior Presentation Day,  
  10:00am at Palmerston Water Park 
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Around The Grounds 

 THE SENIORS 
 
B Grade Semi Final ς Casuarina 13 Palmerston 11 
 
Update from coach Craig Leach 
 
A great start saw underdogs Palmy put 3 points on Casuarina in the 
first two minutes of play, thanks to a Paul Devir penalty.  Things 
went well until at the 10 minute mark, when hard running centre, 
Nick Skinnon, and second rower, Ashley Cunningham, were 
replaced due to injuries.  Another Paul Devir penalty kept us ticking 
over, but Casuarina gained the momentum and scored a converted 
try, and two penalty goals to pull away 13-6 at oranges. 
 
Excellent hard running from centre combinations, Keven Jones and 
Chris Hocking, saw the Crocs claw back into the game.   Needing a 
converted try to get even, we steered the game towards a try-
scoring oǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ƛƎ ¦ƴƛǘΩ Errol Wilson obliged, busting 
over from 10 metres out to draw us back to 11-13 with the kick to 
come, and eight minutes of play on the clock.  It was not to be, as 
the conversion shaved the post and the rest was history. 
 
Going down by 2 in a close encounter semi-final was disappointing, 
but the team put everything into the game and we had to settle for 
third position for the season.   
 
Great games from Keven Jones, Chris Hocking, man of the match 
Chris Mead, and a highly commended Greg Jarvis and skipper Matt 
Solis.   
 
Thanks for the effort, men of Palmy, and we will see you all for a 
debrief (pardon the pun) ς Ψbƻ-¦ƴŘȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ фŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
clubhouse this weekend. 
 
Try ς Errol Wilson 1; Penalties ς Paul Devir 2 

 
 
Under 18s ς Casuarina 31 Palmerston 17 
 
Read ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊ муΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎeason review on page 5. 
 
Tries - P Tamoto 1, Scott McDinny 1, Garry Keppel 1; Conversion - T 
Ambrum 1  
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

PHOTOS FROM THE SEASON 
 

B GRADE 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

UNDER 18s 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Photos supplied by Fiona Austine 
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 THE JUNIORS 
 
Under 6's & ¦ƴŘŜǊ уΩǎ ς no updates this week, stay tuned for a 
double-wrap next week!  

 
 
Under 10's - Palmerston 40 Casuarina 33 
 
Read ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ Ǉage 6. 
  
Tries - Kenny hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ нΣ Austin Smart 1, Josh McVee 1, Jacob 
Blyton 1; Conversions - Riley Reid 5 

 
 
Under 14's & Under 16's ς no games on Friday, both teams made it 
straight through to the Grand Final. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNDER 16s 

 
 

UNDER 14s 

 
 

Photos supplied by F Austine  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Come along and support 
our Juniors on the last 
night of the season! 
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{Ŝŀǎƻƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ  

 
B GRADE - by B Grade Coach Craig Leach 
 
Having to step into the role of player coach early in the season, due 
to the departure of the coach, made things a little tricky this year.  
We again had a year of low numbers at both training and game days 
during the season, but in true Palmy form the unselfish B graders 
ensured that the club did not forfeit a single game in any grade.  
²ƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƭƭŜǊ .ΩǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
few gulps of grassy water, then pulling on a new jersey, only to 
head straight out to do battle in A grade, made me very proud to be 
part of this great group of Crocs.  That task is hard enough to do 
when in your prime, and I know that many of those players would 
much prefer to inhale a cold can of beer instead, but there was 
never a problem getting these hard Crocs out on the paddock to 
ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦicult for ourselves at 
times by losing some close mid-season games, and it was always 
going to be a hard race for a finals berth.  Finishing third was a very 
good effort by all. 
 
I would like to thank the wives and girlfriends for letting us have 
your men ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5Ǌȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
a lot of sacrifices were made by every player this year.  We often 
chatted at the bar about the home front and having to go to the 
ǿŀǊ ǊƻƻƳ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƪƭŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ  ΨŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
timŜΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ   
 
I would like to thank some players who travelled from Katherine, 
Jabiru and the Barkly Tableland to play for B grade this year and the 
commitment from these few was outstanding.  Back-rower, Toby 
Wass, travelled nearly 1200klm by car over one weekend to play 
two back-to-back games for the Crocs and get himself back to work 
on a station by daylight the next morning.  Unbelievable effort, 
mate.   I only hope that some of these examples rub off on the rest 
of the club, and we build our presence next season to become the 
top of the ladder side that we used to be at Palmy. 
 
Thanks to the players that trained every week, injured or not, and 
boosted the numbers for A grade training.  Thanks also to Steve for 
ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ Ƨƻb, and to Peta and Cecily for 
strapping us all back together for just one more game!   
 
So pack up the old faithful boots, stick your mouthguard inside 
ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎǘǳŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
unwashed socks in them so nothing falls out until we dust off the 
mould in February next year, and do it all again.   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Great commitment from elderly 

statesman, Dennis Bree (pictured 
here in a team photo and with 
grandson Hamish) - the most 
capped B grader this season.  

LEGENDARY! 
 

Photo with Hamish supplied by  
B Blake, others supplied by F Austine  

 

Thanks to all who took the 
field for the mighty 

tŀƭƳŜǊǎǘƻƴ YƛƭƭŜǊ .Ωǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
year, and to the supporters 

on the hill. 
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{Ŝŀǎƻƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ  

 
¦b59w муΩǎ 
 
By Under 18Ωǎ ŎƻŀŎƘ {ƘŀƴŜ /ƻǘǘƻƴ 
 
2012 was always going to be a difficult year, with the NTRU 
deciding to change a viable 5 team U17 competition played on 
Friday nights to a U18 competition played on Saturdays that 
shrunk to a 3 team competition.  
 
The Palmerston team like the others struggled for numbers from 
the onset.  With a dedicated core group of players we persevered 
and managed to put a team on the field every week, more often 
than not with the much appreciated assistance of a number of 
capable U16 players who stepped up to the mark.  One individual 
who stepped up every week and held his own against his older 
foes was Aryton Deo.  
 
Early in the season we were more often than not short of players 
and suffered some high score losses, to the boys credit they 
persevered and their dedication eventually convincing some 
players to return and attract some new ones. 
 
Over time we were able to peg back the formerly large deficits and 
become competitive with some very close results and a few 
narrow wins. 
 
Many of the players had conflicting commitments that made 
putting together a consistent team difficult.  As coach of the team I 
would like to thank all of the players who contributed to the team 
this year with special thanks to the U16 players who stepped up to 
make sure we were able to field a team every week. 
 
 

 
 

 

PLAYERS WHO PLAYED FOR 
¦b59w муΩ{ ¢IL{ {9!{hb 

 

Ashley Brooking 

Ashton Davey 

Ayrton Deo 

Bailey Hakes 

Ben Kaart 

Ben Onions 

Brice Herbert 

Cody McFarlane 

Cody Parker 

Damian Stedman 

Darcy McBean 

Doug Thompson 

Dylan Holmes 

Garry Keppel 

Greg Svanfelds 

Hayden Bert 

Henry Degoumois 

Jack Killian 

Jack Moran 

Jacob Howden 

Jay Jack 

Jimi Harris 

Jordan Simshauser 

Josh MacDonald 

Keegan Durrant 

Luke Schnieder 

Maui Kimura-Mapiva 

Peni Tamato 

Richard Tamiano 

Ryan Cotton 

Scott McDinny 

Simon Davis 

Taurian Ambrum 

Trent Keppel 

Whalan Maru 

William Bohning 

Xavier McKenzie 
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{Ŝŀǎƻƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ 

 
¦b59w млΩs 
 
By Under 10Ωǎ ŎƻŀŎƘ Wayne Smith 
 
The awesome MIGHTY uƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ 
season; unfortunately it has come to an end though at an 
exceptional high, so where do we begin? 
 
Firstly, thanks to all the AWESOME ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ: always keen, eager 
and coming to every training session.  And thanks to their parents 
for always bringing them, regular as clockwork come rain or shine. 
Without the dedication of all the players, what would the 
PŀƭƳŜǊǎǘƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ōŜΚ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 
training camp the majority of ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ǿere there in force, all 
present and accounted for, which was absolutely brilliant and it 
equated to one proud coach. 
 
Also, a very special thank you to our team managers Kylie and 
Robyn, for always being willing to do whatever is required.  Without 
them there would be no clean rugby jumpers, fresh water, food and 
drinks for the sleepovers and the list just goes on and on and on.  
Thanks also to assistant coach Dale, who was always there being 
the good cop while the coach was being the bad cop, for his 
valuable input at training and for always helping with the difficult 
decision as to who was on the field. 
 
Now that all the special thanks are out of the way, ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 
the rugby side of thingsΧ 
 
There is nothing better than seeing the boys at the beginning of 
each session. There were boys who were new to rugby, boys who 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ, boys who couldnΩǘ 
run around the oval without having to stop, boys who could not do 
push-ups.  
 
What I have been pushing the mighty ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ to do was to see 
structured play: forwards being forwards and a solid back line. On 
so many occasions they brought a tear to my eyes, just seeing them 
take the ball from a scrum and move the ball out to the wing while 
moving forward.  What utter bliss and one very happy coach, to see 
these brilliant minds start thinking about rugby, knowing what is 
required from them in their current position and being able to start 
anticipating thŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ defense started off on 
rocky ground, but with a few sessions with the tackle bag and being 
able to tackle each other, it has just grown in leaps and bounds.  Ҧ 

 
OUR MIGHTY UNDER 10Ω{ 

Aidan Smith 

Austin Smart 

Ayden Whitehouse 

Brad Svenfelds 

Ethan Muller 

George Gilder 

Hunter Burden 

Jack Akers 

Jacob Blyton 

Jayden Humphries 

Jermaine Kidney 

Jesse Lowden 

Josh McVee 

Joshua Egan 

Kenny O'Connor 

Koby Cathcart 

Lachlan Anderson 

Leigh Chui Clark 

Mathew Howe 

Mitchell Brady 

Oskar Bowers 

Patrick Woodcock 

Quinn DuToit 

Riley Reid 

Sachin Deo 

Seb Torrens 

Thomas Deane 

Zeb Hantelmann 
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¦b59w млΩǎ {9!{hb w9±L9² όŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘύ 
 
Team sprit has always been excellent both on and off the field and 
it makes me proud to say that not once did the players bad-mouth 
or verbally abuse any of our competitors or referees, no matter the 
situation. LǘΩǎ ŀ great quality that each of my players possess. 
 
We were fortunate to have two ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇƻǾŜǊǎ this season 
and both were very successful.  I am not sure who had the most fun 
ς Dale and I or the boys.  But as you know, what happens at 
sleepovers stays on sleepoversJ.   However if all reports are true, 
there were lots of sleepy and grumpy boys the following Sunday.  
We also had a dinner and movie evening instead of a training 
session which was a blast.  Aƭƭ ǘƘŜ aLDI¢¸ ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
in their Palmerston Crocs uniform and did the club proud. 
 
I am not sure how I am going to handle my Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and highly strung Friday evenings until the next season starts. But I 
am sure the image of all the smiling faces running back after the 
MIGHTY ǳƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀ ǘǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
through the lean rugby free months ahead.  
 
BOYS - ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE IN CONTROL no 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ 
attempt in life. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all returning for the 2013 season at the 
greatest family orientated rugby club in the Northern Territory (let 
that be the coaches challenge to you).  
 

 

  

SEASON STATISTICS 

Fun 

Tries scored 

Criss cross moves 

Skills learnt 

Games stopped for 
planes flying 
overhead 

1 Coach survived 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Photos supplied by Fiona Austine 

 




